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a jumpstart the landscaping process and partnersd Sheridan
gﬁl‘ homeowner gardening party.
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Bulldliiq nelghboul:,
that bloom 1

New program helps buyers appreciate early the value
that landscaping brings to their community and home

DHANME DANIEL
Special to QU Agency

comamunity that plants
reaps the ben-
A
idea mlnnnn.'li“

builder Gil‘l.'l]un Elmmu
called Nelghbourhoods |
Rl pods In
*Dwur intent is to help buyers
gwuﬁﬁ
to their community and to
their home,” says Susan Webb

ﬂhl Point, s master-planmed
community in downiown
Stouffville, Ontario. Gers-
ﬂ.un wias looking for a way
the landscap-

process and parineresd
ﬁ Sheridan l'hﬁ'lu'iu for
Itz first-ever homeowner gar-

dening party. The first 50 or

80 homebiryers in Phase One
wire invited fior a maming of
plantng and we're provided
with “Geranium Dollars” to
gpend on a wide selection of
shrubs, annuals, perennials
nnd bulbe,

As part of the avent,
Sheridan staff was on hand 10

place them and how to main-
taln them. Geranium site
workers wore also actively
invohwed, providing topsoil,
muleh, wheelbarrows and
manpower to help home-
owners cul and prepare their
beds. *We made It an abso-
hotely great occasion for all of
the m*.uhhnun o gel ingether
and plant togethes” says Webb
Smith, adding that a neigh-
bour barbecuse followed (o the
afternoon. “It was & hupe sue-
[y
The event was so well-
recelved Gerandlum has
decided to roll it out in other
communities moving for-
Each year or whenewer
a eritical mass of homebinyens
has moved In, the company
will spearhead a Nelghboor-
ho in Bloom event, tal-
lored o the s clrcurm -
stances of the neighbowr-
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hood involved. For example,
in liew of & planting event at
FPorest Trail Bstates in Ballan-
trae homeownens are offered
a very good price on a pack-
ape that Includes sod and a
CIFETAZE Ak
& wary 1o suppon the nlrkg
of the large Lo,
*This is part of our irmvest-
ment in you 85 a buyer, but
it's also part of your invest-
i i youlr own home,” Sins
Webhb Smith. “It's something
we dio o Encourage the
landscape of the whale com-
ity 1o come twgether”
Another way develop-

ers and bullders are work-
ing together io enhance the
landscapes — and sireet-
scapes — of oow subdivi-
slans 15 by paylng more atten-
o #o e storm wader pomnd,

& ne feature in moat
new developments 1o help
manager drainage and pre-
vent flonding. “Years sgo they
would dig it, put a chain link
feace around it and go way,”
notes Webb Smith. “Nowa-
days ... they've tumed thsm
into an integral part of the
community o be enjoyed by
the resldents”

'Wiebb Smith credits compa-

nies like Tribute Communi-
iles and Monarch Homes fior

the trend, one that
Goranium fully embraces.
The park at Cardinal Polnt,

l:rmm;lhllnuh.lﬂllfhﬂi

E:nn namr: 1] Ee ares and
arcas, walk-

fures ur-llinﬁ
ways and a children's play-

grouniil.

"Cardinal Point has been
leading the charge, but even-
tually thesa things will accur
throughout the life of any
community we build,” she
gays, “It y creates a lot of
buzz in the commumity.”




